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WAlls students will learn and are destined for success!
Dear Walls Parents and Students,


I hope everyone enjoyed their spring break.  It is hard to believe that we are now in our fourth grading period for the 2009-2010 school year.  Report cards are coming home today.  The Ohio Achievement Tests, OATs, will be given the last two weeks of April for our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students.  We have our last early release date of the year on Tuesday, April 13th.  Also, we will be having an evacuation drill in the coming weeks.  Please be sure to read the additional information in this newsletter about upcoming events and activities.  We appreciate all our parents and students and thank you for your continued support and caring.
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  April 9 – Report Cards Home

   April 12 & 13 – Tryouts during lunch recess for the Talent Show

  April 13 – 2nd & 5th Graders walking (weather permitting) to the KSU Planetarium

   April 13 – Early Release at 1 p.m.

    April 15 – Last day for Tutoring

    April 15 – Spring Concert Grades 2 & 4 at 7 p.m. in the Walls gym 

    April 16 – Pi Day for the 5th Grade at RHS & Math Celebration Day 

    April 20 – Ohio Achievement Testing begins and runs through April 29

    April 20 – Jump Rope Club begins 3:15 to 4:30 pm

    April 21 – PE Club Begins 3:15 to 4:30 pm

       April 29 – Last Day of Bowling




 April 30 – Book Fair Begins and runs through May 7th

                                                                Kids Expo and Dance 6:30 to 8:30 pm

                                               May 4 – RHS Spring Orchestra Concert Grades 4-5 at  7:30 pm





May 5 – RHS Spring Band Concert Grades 5-6 at 7:30 pm  
May 6 – 9:30 am Conversations with the Principal 

                                                                 Blood Drive at Walls from 2 to 8 pm
                                                                 PTO Meeting 6:30 pm

                                                 May 7 – Talent Show

                                                 May 10 – 14 – Right To Read Week

EARLY RELEASE DATE:  Tuesday, April 13th, will be an early release day.  Students in grades 1 through 5 will leave school at 1:00 p.m.  Morning kindergarten will have class as usual.  THERE WILL BE NO AFTERNOON KINDERGARTEN.  Please mark your calendars.  
Important Testing Dates
The Ohio Achievement Tests (OAT) will be administered for Grades 3, 4, & 5 this year as follows:

	Tuesday, April 20 
	Grade 5
	Reading

	Wednesday, April 21 
	Grade 4
	Reading

	Thursday, April 22
	Grade 3
	Reading

	Friday, April 23
	Grade 5
	Math

	Tuesday, April 27
	Grade 4
	Math

	Wednesday, April 28
	Grade 3 
	Math

	Thursday, April 29
	Grade 5
	Science


Please make sure your child is present during this testing period.  They need to have plenty of rest, a good breakfast, and arrive to school so they are in their classrooms by 8:40 a.m.  We have limited make-up testing for students who become too sick to attend school each testing morning.  If appointments need to be scheduled on test days, please schedule them late in the school day.  Students need time to set up for testing in the morning and about three hours to test (2 ½ hours of test time with breaks built in to the schedule).  Students who arrive late to school after testing has begun will not be able to participate in the test for that particular day.  Those students will have to remain in the office throughout the testing period.

CHARACTER EDUCATION
Respect for Community/Environment - During April our monthly character trait will be, “Respect for the Community and Environment.”  The definition given to this trait by a group of community representatives is:  “The students should:
· Work to improve the community.

· Be conservative in their use of natural resources.

· Understand and accept their role as a productive family member.

· Obey laws and rules.

· Show respect for legitimate authority.

· Exercise civic rights and duties.

· Participate in worthwhile school and community activities such as Earth Day, Community Clean-Up Day.

Some related words include:  civic responsibility, law-abiding, pride, volunteerism and conservation. Evidence of progress toward this trait is when a student:  identifies and takes initiatives in the school environment or community that are in need of improvement; uses nature or natural things to enhance the beauty of home and neighborhood; keeps immediate surroundings (desk, locker, bedroom, etc.) neat and clean; participates in recycling programs and Arbor Day activities, and follows community rules regarding bicycle safety, curfews, etc.

This topic lends itself well to some great family times.  We hope everyone at school, home and in the community shows respect for our community and environment.
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MARCH CHARACTER KIDS!
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Katelyn Moisio

Allison Voneida

Ja’Niece Jones

Arijana Kooijman

Nathan Loughry

Emily Smithberger
Diamond Davis

Shelbie Bennett

Emily Ferrell

Valerie Deacon

Bailey Walker

Chris Buker

Madison Godley

Gary Morrow

Bella McCarty

[image: image5.wmf]CLASS LIST DEVELOPMENT FOR 2010-2011  
Class lists for the next school year will be developed soon.  The assignment of children to classrooms involves an analysis of a great deal of information about each child as an individual learner.  This information is utilized to provide an educational environment where each child can meet the greatest success.
When developing a balanced and heterogeneous (i.e. a balance of academic strengths, needs and gender) class list, the following factors are considered but are not limited to:

· Achievement Levels

· Study Skills

· Social/Emotional Traits

· Student Learning Styles

· Needed Services for IEP and 504 Plans 
Due to the complexity of this task, it is impossible to honor parental requests for specific teachers.  However, parents can provide information to help with the placement process.  This information should include:

· The type of classroom atmosphere that would be the best match for the child’s learning style

· Special family concerns

· Other students the child needs to be separated from due to situations outside the school of which the teacher has no knowledge

· Other information that the current teacher doesn’t already possess.

This written input is due to the building principal only by Friday, April 30, 2010.  (Once again, requests for specific teachers by name will not be accepted or considered.)
INTRADISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT POLICY

The “Intradistrict Open Enrollment” Policy for the Kent City School district establishes procedures for the parents of Kent elementary school students to have their child attend an elementary school different from the school in their assigned attendance area.  Parents are notified of this policy through the local newspaper and through school newsletters.
Renewal applications are mailed to the homes of those children currently participating in “Intradistrict Open Enrollment” and are accepted through April 15, 2010.  Approval is on an annual, first come-first served basis and is dependent upon available classroom space and parental transportation to the requested school.

If you are a Kent resident and are interested in applying for “Intradistrict Open Enrollment” for the next school year and receiving a copy of the specific guidelines, please contact the elementary principal in your neighborhood attendance area:  Walls Elementary School, Sandra Goodrich, (330) 676-8300.

Applications for new requests will only be accepted after April 15, 2010.
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Walls Physical Education Club
Beginning on Wednesday, April 21, 2010, we are starting an after school program that will offer 4th and 5th grade Walls students the opportunity to participate in various forms of physical activity.  These activities will be part of the new Walls Physical Education Club, and each activity offered will help promote fitness, cooperation, teamwork, and of course fun!  All seven of the club meetings will run from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. at Walls School.  Students involved in the Walls Physical Education Club will need to be picked up at 4:30 p.m. by a parent or guardian.  If you have any questions, please call Mr. Barlow at 330-676-8322.

The Club will meet on the following days:  April 21, April 28, May 5, May 12, May 19
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2010 Walls Jump Rope Club

The Walls Jump Rope Club will begin on Tuesday, April 20, 2010.  All 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade Walls students are invited to participate.  Space is limited, so only the first 40 students who turn in their permission slip will be able to attend.  The Jump Rope Club will run from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. and will take place in the Walls gymnasium.  Students involved in the Jump Rope Club will need to be picked up at 4:30 p.m. by a parent or guardian.  If you have any questions please call Mr. Barlow at 330-676-8322.  

The Club will meet on the following dates:  April 20, April 27, May 4, May 11 and May 18
REMEMBER TO RECYLCE AND HELP OUR SCHOOL AND THE PLANET!
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Please donate to our recycling bin located beside the school.  River Valley Paper Company will pay $20 per ton for the following items:
Newspapers, office and school paper, mail, hard and soft bound books, cardboard, phonebooks, magazines, catalogs and brown paper bags.  

Countdown to Kindergarten Fair 

The purpose is to help Kent City Schools’ families get ready for Kindergarten.

Who:  Families of children entering kindergarten

           Families of pre-school age children are also welcome

When:  Saturday, April 10, 2010

            10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Davey Elementary School

              196 North Prospect St., Kent City Schools
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SPRING CONCERT
Mark your calendar!  The Walls Spring Concert is coming on Thursday, April 15th, at 7 p.m. in the Walls School gym.  All of the students in grades two and four, plus the fourth grade choir will be singing that night!  The kids will be performing a “downpour” of great music about the beauty and joy of spring rains.  The children have been working so hard, and I know they will enjoy sharing their songs with their families.  Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for super singing!  

Blood Drive
Date:  Thursday, May 6, 2010
Time:  2 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Where:  Walls Elementary

             You may schedule an appointment online if desired at www.lifesharedonorclub.org
Dress Code and Warmer Weather
Please remember that flip-flops and spaghetti strap tops are not permitted.
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Dear Walls PTO & Walls Family,

Where would I begin to say thank you for the precious gift that was given to me on Friday.   I was absolutely surprised and incredibly touched at the wonderful, fun and cherished things that were performed, read, said and given.  

Walls is a wonderful place and its students, parents and staff are inspiring.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  It is a moment I will cherish for my lifetime!

With much love,

Mrs. Feldman
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