








Jan. 3, 2012

Dear Parents,


Happy 2012! Ideally, you had a relaxing and peaceful holiday break with your child. Hopefully, some time was spent outside enjoying the beautiful snow! The mighty kindergartners will start this new year by writing new year resolutions on ways to be a better person. (This should be interesting!) Lots of challenges will await your child.


Our parties on the last day of school in December were fun. Thanks to the room parents who planned the party and to all of the parents who helped with donations or actual time at the party. The children appreciated them and had a great time!


Last names will be a big emphasis the first few weeks back. Your child should be able to recognize, write and spell his or her last name. We will also start to use lined paper this semester. At first we will use stop light paper – with colored lines to get perspective and control. Later, we will use paper with lines that are dotted in the middle.

Santa left a present for our kindergarten – a teddy bear. The bear will travel to a child’s home daily and a journal will be used to record the adventures. In the journal, write what adventures the bear had at your home. The children will need to draw a picture beside their name. We will begin selecting names in alphabetical order – it’s a great way to teach the skill! Expect the bear to come to your home and spend the night, but please make sure Teddy is returned daily! Have fun with Teddy.

Our focus will be on the letter and sound of Ff, as in fish. Plans include finger painting fish and having fun! French fries, fish crackers and fruit loops are on the menu for snack. If your favorite kindergartner comes home with remaining hues of paint on his or her feet, you can guess what the fun activity was! Our new word wall word is play.

As the weather continues to change, a reminder from Mr. Bates that gym shoes are needed on PE days. If you send your child in boots on any day, please also remember to send shoes. Children have a difficult time sitting with boots on and often complain how hot their feet get. An extra pair of shoes can be left in lockers if needed!

During the month of January, the children will be working on nursery rhymes.  These are fabulous for rhyme, sight words, vocabulary and often alliteration. A nursery rhyme diorama will be due January 26th, so start to pick out a favorite rhyme now! It is a family project and is representing a favorite nursery rhyme. Directions are attached.

The required January Book-It, monthly calendar and diorama directions will go home today. Please help your child put these important papers in a selected area. 

Mark your calendar! Show and share will be this Thursday. No electronic devices, game boys, game cubes, etc. are permitted, per school rules. (I would hesitate sending something glass or real valuable, as we have no guarantee for safe, crash free storage! Thanks for your understanding!) Please have your child bring something to school in a bag, labeled with their name, to share with others. These items will be stored in lockers, so remember this item must fit in the locker. Looking forward to hearing your child share this special item.

This Friday is the Longcoy Matinee. Make sure your reservation is turned in and that you have the $1.00 on Friday for the movie and pizza. Our LSA (Longcoy School Association) is always thinking of your child. Thank you, LSA for all you do!


Wishing your and your family a peaceful and healthy new year. Kindergarten remains a happening place with lots of learning and fun!








Smiles,

FYI:

Thursday – Show and share

Friday – Longcoy Matinee – bring $1.00




S. Pletzer

