






        December 5, 2011

Dear Parents,


The mighty kindergartners should be quite the experts on fruits and vegetables! After a taste-testing event, sponsored by KSU, the children can name and classify many different fruits and veggies. Both classes also learned how important these are in a daily diet. Please be sure to complete the questionnaire by Miss Grubb regarding her nutrition handout. It is due on Thursday, her last day. Miss Grubb has been an incredible, talented asset in our room. We wish her the best as she continues her studies in Early Childhood Education!


Last week, the children learned the letter and sound for Cc, as in cat. Creating cut out cupcake cookies was a highlight for the week! Did your favorite kindergartner explain how a real camera is used at stations for letter Cc? The children also enjoyed writing about favorite foods and putting corresponding pictures on a plate. This week, the children will read the book, “Have you Seen my Cat?” by Eric Carle and write a sentence about a cat, using descriptive words. We are now starting to use a “finger space” between words and starting to use our “best guess” spelling, by writing the sounds we hear.


This is a review week in reading. There are no new high frequency words. Please review all of the words we have already learned. We played BINGO to practice last week and the students loved it! The classes appear to understand the concept of “tapping” out or segmenting the sounds in a word. By now, kindergartners should be able to “tap out” and spell simple three letter words with short a or short i. (i.e. Tim, cap, bat, sip) Try this while you are driving in a car or waiting in line at a store.


In math, the children have been working on sequencing events, as to first, next and last. This is rather difficult for some children and we will revisit this concept several times throughout the year. Many of the children can count, but are inconsistent with identifying or printing the numerals to ten. We will review numberness and patterns this week.


The kindergartners will start to make presents for loved ones this week. Please know that lots of love goes into creating each gift! Keeping the gifts a secret may be the hardest part yet!


Calling all pet sitters! Buttercup, our guinea pig and Fluffy, our hamster, will need a home for the holidays. Both pets travel with food and cages. If you and your family are interested, please send a written note. We will hold a drawing to select the lucky families next Tuesday!


Although the month is hectic, make sure you are reading with your child. If you just listen to your child read the practice papers that are sent home several times a week, you can meet the Book-It requirements. As we say in kindergarten, “Readers are Leaders!”

In preparing for 2012, try to have your child spell his or her last name. We will start printing last names right after break. Color words are also being used almost every day at school. Can your child read the color words? 
Does your child know home phone numbers and addresses? Kindergartners should! Enjoy the magic of the season.











Smiles,











S. Pletzer

