December 12, 2011

Dear Parents,

It is hard to believe this is the last newsletter of 2011! Please remember that this Friday is the last day for the required December Book-It. Your child should be counting some of our review stories for Book-It to reinforce our words and strategies. While reading, encourage your child to find the words that we have been working on in class. Thanks for your support - it makes a huge difference when parents read with children at home! Library books will stay at school this week, as the holidays can be hectic and books can get misplaced. 

During the week, the children will finish gifts to loved ones. Please know that each gift was made with lots of love to be treasured. Plans also include painting and listening to a story about an elf, counting on until Christmas and doing lots and lots of reading.

 This Tuesday is the drawing for pet sitting our critters during vacation. We will have a drawing Tuesday after school, so be sure to email, call or send in a note. So far, there are 10 names in the drawing. The winners will be notified no later than Thursday for transportation. Never fear – if you did not get picked, the animals are also available during spring break. (Actually, if you want to try out an animal any weekend, just let me know!)


Trying to continue a normal, calm routine this hectic week, we will introduce the letter and sound of Oo, as in octopus. Due to the difficulty of short vowels, we will continue to review this letter and sound in January. Our new sight word –is- is a familiar word to most children.


In math, the children will create many patterns, using holiday manipulatives. Working with a partner, the mighty kindergartners will also “count on” to decorate a tree. If time permits, the children will count down to Christmas!


Our holiday parties are this Friday. The morning class party will start at 10:30 while the afternoon party will begin at 2:15. A huge thank you to the parents that are organizing the parties, donating items or time. We appreciate all of you and your support to Longcoy School.

Looking ahead in 2012, the students will start to print both first and last names. Any help prior to January would be greatly appreciated. Emphasis will also be on the color words. Have your child label the colors in his or her room. Greater application of independent skills to decode new words will also happen starting in January. Continue to stretch out the sounds for “best guess” spelling. Most importantly, read with your child and enjoy quality time together. Kindergarten truly is a happening learning place!

Christmas is quickly approaching and the magic exists in kindergarten! The faces of your children light up with every mention of the word, "SANTA", but of course, you already know that! Some of the little darlings have even heard the bells from elves or reindeer. It truly is a magical time to be surrounded by kindergartners! Oh, to believe! Wishing you a peaceful, blessed, safe and relaxing holiday. Thanks for sharing your awesome child with me - what a gift! 



   

Happy Holidays,

