                                                 

November 7, 2011

Dear Parents,


What a simply beautiful, sunny weekend! I hope all families could be outside to enjoy the crisp, sunny weather.  If it remains warm, the kindergartners will be outside for the last “blast” of good weather. It is amazing how much better they do when they have been outside in the fresh air!


Last week, the children focused on the letter and sound of Ii, as in igloo and iguana. However, the sound of short Ii was very difficult for most kindergartners. We practiced spelling consonant – vowel - consonant words (CVC) such as Tim and sip. It is very difficult for the children to isolate sounds or blend the sounds together. We will continue to practice this during school. Any review at home will help immensely.


This week is another review week. We will introduce color words in our writings. The classes did an amazing job copying words from various types of transportation. Both classes will enjoy the book, “Duck on a Bike”. This is our last week to discuss transportation. The students will sequence and retell events after listening to a story and by ordering pictures in the correct order. In reading groups, we reviewed question marks and exclamation marks. Quotation marks will be introduced this week. Kindergarten truly has changed!


In math, we will continue of exploration of patterns. We explored an ABB pattern – such as circle, square, square – last week. We will introduce the ABC pattern this week. (red, blue, yellow….) Hopefully, the children have been finding patterns in their environment at home. Most kindergartners can now count with one to one correspondence to ten. However, after counting, many have difficulty writing the numerals or recognizing them. Thus, we will focus on the numerals this week. Any practice printing the numbers at home is always appreciated.  


In honor of Veteran’s Day, the kindergartners will listen to a story explaining what a veteran is and then write to some soldiers in the Veteran’s Administration Hospital. Perhaps you can discuss any family members that have served our country.


Please remember that Tuesday is Election Day and there is no school for students. Teachers will have an in-service at the high school that day.


Mrs. Romeo is presenting a lesson on Thursday called the ‘”Magic Coloring Book”. It focuses on feelings and certainly is exciting for the children. Be sure to ask your child about her lesson!


Longcoy’s Student Council is holding a canned food drive starting today and lasting for 2 weeks. Please try to send in canned goods, paper products, or personal hygiene items (such as shampoo, tooth brushes or toothpaste) to help those less fortunate. We are aware that times are tough, but now more than even we need to help others. Thanks!


Report cards went home on Friday. The report card envelope and purple conference questionnaire need to be signed and returned as soon as possible. Kindergarten conferences start this Wednesday.                 

  Smiles,

FYI:

Monday – Canned food drive starts                                                                  S, Pletzer


     Report card envelopes and questionnaire to be returned

Tuesday – No school for students

Wednesday – Selected kdg. Conferences
