


   



           November 21, 2011

Dear Parents,


The kindergarten classes were busy last week. The students have been learning about the first Thanksgiving. After reading about how the Native Americans went on a “coming of age” journey to create unique and meaningful names, the mighty kindergartners invented their own names as well. Be sure to explore our drawings and names when you are at conferences. Last week, the children made butter, baked cranberry muffins and pumpkin bread. Today, the classes will have a mini celebration. Has your child practiced the Thanksgiving sign language poem for you?


Last week, the children learned the letter and sound for Nn, as in nest. Nachos and Nutter Butter cookies were a favorite! Many students liked making a necklace at station time. Today was a review day.


In math, both classes loved the nickel toss activity. What a great way to record info and count meaningful data. The children have been comparing numbers to ten. Do you remember the card game, WAR? The children played this game to determine which number was greater or less than the other number. It is an easy game to review numbers at home. If you use a deck of cards, just take out the face cards and an ace will count as one.


A huge thank you to all the families that donated food for the student council food drive. We sorted the items daily, often by fruits, vegetables, paper products or desserts. Our total was amazing! Thanks to all the wonderful, caring families that donated items even in tight times. 



Read, read, read! Just a reminder that November’s Book-It is due the last day of November. Most children have not completed this month’s assignment yet. Don’t forget parents sign the form, too! As we say in kindergarten, “Readers are Leaders!” By now, close to half of the reading should be by the kindergartner. Use the practice papers that are sent home several times a week as reading material. 

Please remember conferences are tonight and all day and night Tuesday. Enjoy the work in the halls before or after conferences. Student Council is sponsoring a blood drive on Tuesday to purchase another SMART board during conference time. Please consider donating blood, if you can!

 
There is no school for students until next Monday. When we discussed this, several students really looked glum. (However, there were also a few smiles.) Have a wonderful Thanksgiving. I am thankful for having the best kindergarten classes around!        

Smiles,

FYI:








       S. Pletzer

Monday – Conferences 5-8

Tuesday – No school -  conferences 9-8, Blood drive

Wednesday – No school

