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Easter Egg Rolling  
   In 1878 President Hayes and his wife 

Lucy officially opened the White House 

grounds to the children of the area for the 

first egg rolling on Easter Monday. 

    The egg roll itself involves rolling a hard-boiled colored 

egg on the lawn with a large serving spoon, although the 

event now has many more activities for participants.  This 

year, the President and First Lady have announced that 

the White House Easter Egg Roll will be held on Monday, 

April 5, 2010 with the theme of “Ready, Set, Go!” 
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                    Writing is a terrific way for children to express their 
                        thoughts, creativity, and uniqueness. It is also a  
fundamental way in which children learn to organize ideas. And learning 
to write well helps children to be better readers. 
 
When engaging in writing, young children often mirror what they see 
around them – adults and older children writing lists, notes to others, 
and text messaging. They are observing the way writing is used in our 
everyday lives. 
 

Writing at home 
Here are some suggestions that engage your child in the writing 
process: 

 
• Have your child write instructions for taking care of the family pet. 
These will be useful as you plan your summer vacations! 

• Write a letter or thank you note to a relative. Talk through what your 
child wants to say before writing begins. 

• Make a shopping list before going to the grocery store. 
• Talk about the presidential election and write a description of the 
kind of president you want. 

• Find a picture in the newspaper and write an article to accompany it. 
• Start keeping a personal diary, a household guestbook, or a baby 
book for a younger sibling. 

 

Does spelling count? 
Early attempts at spelling are not the random swings they sometimes 
appear. Children's “invented spelling” gives us a window into what 
they understand about written language. A good teacher will be able 
to tell the difference between the misspellings that indicate normal 
literacy development and those that suggest a possible learning 
disability. If you have questions, talk to your child’s teacher or reading 
specialist.  
 

Writing tip: Stay positive!  Kids who are worried about spelling 
every word correctly will often stick to a small group of words they 
can spell, or may avoid writing altogether. 

 

What should I write about? 
Help your child get their thoughts together in an organized way. 
Especially when a child starts writing, he may need help planning out 
what he wants to say.  
 

Writing tip: Get organized!  Use sticky notes to help organize ideas. 
Put each idea or important word on a note, and lay the notes out on 
the table for easy rearranging. This helps with planning and 
organization. 
 

Writer’s strike 
If your child avoids writing, use materials and tools that support both 
the thinking process and the physical  
act of writing: 
 
• Use wide lined paper which helps kids line up and space their letters 
• Use a whiteboard, which allows them to easily erase and try again 
• Use a keyboard, which also allows kids to easily edit 
 

Resources: Helpful information about learning brought to you by Reading Rockets (2008).   
For more information about kids and writing, visit: http://www.readingrockets.org/article/c37/ 

 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO 
Helping Your Child Succeed in School 
 

                                 
                          A writing assignment can seem like a tough 
                         challenge for a child. Good writing involves 
                         everything from understanding a subject to 
                         knowing how to organize thoughts and  
                         checking spelling and punctuation. 
 

Because writing is challenging, it's a great way for kids to 
learn. If your child has a writing assignment, you can help at 
home. 
 Here are some tips: 
1. Have your child "talk through" some ideas before 

starting. Clear writing starts with clear thinking. Talking 
with a parent can help clarify thoughts. 

2. Encourage your child to make notes before writing. 
Often, an outline can help get thoughts organized. 

3. Offer plenty of praise. A parent's praise can help a child 
keep working. Be as specific as you can. Say "I really 
like the way you've described what led up to this event. I 
understand it better now." 

4. Don't over criticize. It's helpful to point out errors now 
and then, of course. But if kids think you always look for 
what's wrong, they won't want to share their writing with 
you. 

5. Remember that good writing means more than correct 
spelling. Focus on what your child is trying to say. Later, 
you can suggest that the piece should be edited. 

6. Be patient. Good writing takes time. Your 
encouragement can help your child develop into a 
skilled thinker and writer. 

 

      Resource: SchoolFamily.com; Article from 2010 Parent Institute  

     >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 Tips for Helping With Writing Assignments 

  

Developing Writing 
 

 Fun Facts To Know:  
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Davey School – Consultant, Mrs. Jeanie Hiestand 
(330-676-7462) 
 

Holden School – Consultant, Mrs. Katrina Kelling 
(330-676-8433) 
 

Longcoy School– Consultant, Ms. Georgia Darrah 
(330-676-8377) 
 

Walls School – Consultant, Ms. Tracy Foreman 
(330-676-8323) 
 

Franklin School – Consultant, Mrs. Caren Young 
(330-676-8450) 
 

Parent Involvement Coordinator– Ms. Pam Bose 
(330-676-7425) 
 

Federal Grants Coordinator – Mrs. Lori Slattery, 
Director of Instructional Program (330-676-7600) 

 

Parents 

plus 

Schools 

equals 

Success 

Site Review 

  Resources available for Parents and Families: 
The ABCs of the Writing Process 
http://www.angelfire.com/wi/writingprocess/ 
 

Are you looking for tips and suggestions for teaching the writing 

process? This site provides an overview of each stage of the 

process. Users will find sources of inspiration, tips, and links to 

printable graphic organizers and prewriting strategies in the 

Prewriting section. The Writing section includes tips for writing a 

rough draft and moving from the prewriting stage to writing. 

Methods and tips for revising, an editing checklist, publishing tips 

and suggestions, and annotated links to curricular resources are 

included. The site also sponsors a Writing Process Club, where users 

can participate in a forum or chat with others to share their writing 

experiences. 

    Here are our 200Here are our 200Here are our 200Here are our 2009999----2020202010101010 Title I Contacts: Title I Contacts: Title I Contacts: Title I Contacts:    

Building Writing Skills: 
Start a Lifetime Habit of Writing 
Thank-You Notes 
 

The end of the school year is a great time to thank 
teachers for all they have done. 
 

Have your child write thank-you notes. This can 
develop writing skills, boost a child’s self-esteem, 
and build character. 
 

To nurture your child’s desire to write thank-you’s, 
don’t make it a chore. Inspire him. 
 
 

When you give or receive special  
thanks, share how you feel with your child. Say why 
you’re thanking someone. Explain what another 
person’s kind words mean to you. 
 

Make time for a quiet talk with your child. Discuss 
the ways his teacher helped him during the school 
year. Ask him to tell you some of the specific things 
that he remembers. Then help him write a thank-
you note that mentions some of those special 
things. If your child is just learning to write, have 
him dictate his note to you. 
 

Your child can also write notes to: 
• Cheer someone up.  
• Give a compliment.  
• Encourage someone.  
• Tell someone he misses them. 

Copyright © 2010 Parent Institute 

  This Month’s Family Activity 
 

Writing Ideas To Boost Learning 
     During Spring Break, kids can still keep up their writing 

skills. Here are some ways to encourage your kids to write 

during their break or even continue during the summer 

months. 

• Send post cards. Everyone loves to receive mail, and post 

cards are an inexpensive way to stay in touch. Encourage 

your kids to write post cards to friends and relatives. 

• Keep a diary. Every day, have your kids write down 

something they did that day. When returning to school, 

the diary will make their “What I Did on Spring Break or 

Last Summer” essay easier and more interesting. 

• Have your kids write about special break activities. Ask 

them to describe eating popcorn at the movies or during 

summer… describe what it feels like to jump into a pool or 

a lake. 

• Start a newsletter for your family or neighborhood. 

Gather news and photos by phone or email. Write up 

stories, assemble the newsletter, and make copies. 

• Encourage your kids to make their own books. "Publish" 

the books by creating covers and stapling them together. 

These are wonderful gifts for grandparents.  

• Keep a travel journal. Even if you never leave your 
hometown, you can plan interesting things to do during 

their break. As you visit nearby parks or museums, have 

your children keep a journal of where you go and what you 

see.  ☺☺☺☺ 
 

Hoppy Spring Break 

and Happy Easter !! 
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