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Instill A Love in Learning

Children who have a broad foundation of
knowledge and background on a variety of
subjects will find school and learning easier and more interesting
than those who do not. Parents have the privilege and
responsibility to share the world with their children.

Talking with your child about life's everyday experiences will
help each of you understand the others' viewpoints, values,
dreams, and interests. Parents need not only talk, but also listen
to their children. Answering questions, or helping children find
answers, will help your child develop a sense of value and self-
respect.

Many parents think activities such as going to the zoo,
museums, or shows make up for lost time with their children.
But, there can be just as much educational value in everyday
activities, such as going to the bank, going grocery shopping, or
doing a project at home. Parents just need to plan ahead a little
to help their child discover the world.
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Here are a few suggestions for activities to enjoy with your
child:

» Watch news and documentaries on TV.

» Rent or buy educational videos.

» Visit natural history museums, science museums, art
museums, children's museums, zoos, botanical gardens,
and historical sites.

» Experience national or state parks and forests. Sign up
for a tour.

» Read articles in the newspaper, news, and magazines

together.

Go to the public library.

Make vacations learning experiences.

Plan "theme" parties that involve some research. For
example, an American Revolution costume party, a play,
or a display of inventions of the time.
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The important thing for parents to remember is that they are
the most important teachers in their child's life. Children are born
eager to learn, but parents need to help them channel that
learning. Talking with children before, during, and after any
activity helps them learn the steps involved in learning.

This conversation also will improve your communication and in
turn, your relationship with your child. The more you talk with
each other, the more rewarding your conversations will be, and
the better you will get to know your child.

Resource: University of Illinois Extension; Helping Children Succeed in
School

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO
Helping Your Child Succeed in School

Getting Your Child to Love Reading

Children who read for pleasure become

lifelong readers. This advice for parents
describes how to instill in children a love
for books.

Helping your children to enjoy reading is one of the most
important things you can do as a parent and well worth the
investment of your time and energy.

Kids will learn reading skills in school, but often they

come to associate reading with work, not pleasure. As a
result, they lose their desire to read. And it is that desire —
the curiosity and interest — that is the cornerstone to using
reading and related skills successfully.

Read aloud

By far the most effective way to encourage your children
to love books and reading is to read aloud to them; and the
earlier you start, the better. Even a baby of a few months
can see pictures, listen to your voice, and turn cardboard
pages.

Make this time together a special time when you hold
your kids and share the pleasure of a story without the
distractions of TV or telephones. You may be surprised to
find that a well-written children's book is often as big a
delight to you as it is to the kids.

And don't stop taking the time to read aloud once your
children have learned to read for themselves. At this stage,
encourage them to read to you some of the time. This
shared enjoyment will continue to strengthen your
children's interest and appreciation.
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Fun Facts To Know:

PRESIDENTS' DAY

(This year on February 15™)
A day to stand proud and salute
our 44 presidents.

Until 1971, Washington's birthday and Lincoln's
birthday were observed separately. It was
President Nixon who proclaimed the third Monday
of each February to be observed as a single Federal
holiday, called Presidents’ Day.
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The Heart of Mathematical Thinking -
Valentine's Day Math Activitiesy

Here is a listing of ideas to do at home to support math on

Valentine's Day. By Deb Russell, About.com Guide

1. Have your child cut out hearts of various sizes and try to
determine how to calculate the perimeter.

Take your heartbeats for a minute. Compare heartbeats. If a
heartbeat is 72 beats per minute, how many times will it beat
in 1 hour? 1 day?

When writing out those Valentine's, calculate numbers. For
example, if each child in their class exchanged Valentine's,
how many valentines would be exchanged? How could you
find out? What if there were only 10 children in their class?
Ask mathematical questions...."If roses are on sale for $29.95,
how much is 1 rose? How much would it be to buy 5 dozen
roses?”

Using cinnamon hearts or candy hearts, build graphs about
how many cars go buy your home in 10 minutes or how many
valentines did they write for the boys versus the girls.

Fill up a jar with candy hearts and let your child estimate how
many hearts are in the jar. Once the estimation is done, have
your child determine a quick way of finding out how many
hearts is in the jar. (Grouping)

Heart Fractions: Give your child a small package of heart
candies. Have them count the number of hearts in the
package and use that number as the denominator. Then ask
them to write fractions for the number of hearts of each color
and/or each saying. Compare percentages among the
packages

Play heart bingo. Use candy hearts on Bingo cards.

Make a heart on a piece of paper. Have your child fill the
heart with 100 kisses or hugs. (000xxx)

. Play number games. For example; Valentine's Day is on the
14th. How many number sentences can you think of that will
have an answer of 14? (7 + 7 or 24 - 10 etc.)

This Month's Family Activity
¥ Valentine Keepsake Ideas 9

Valentine’s Day is an occasion that the entire family can share.
Words and gifts of love are exchanged on this day and we want
to remember them for years to come. When we have kids, those
memories become more precious to us. Here are some ideas to
make keepsake mementos of this love day each year.

Press it in @ book. When kids are too small to make mom a
gift, dad may bring home a bouquet of flowers and let them give
it to mom. Those flowers can be kept by pressing the petals
between the pages of a book. Pressed flowers can be sealed
between two pieces of glass to make bookends or a paperweight.
A tag can be placed in the glass with the flowers that gives the
year the gift was given and by whom.

That first card that comes home from school is the
sweetest of all. It was made for you with their own little hands.
If you already scrapbook or have thought about it, it is a good
way to preserve the memories each Valentine’s Day. Devote a
different page in the scrapbook to the cards given to you by your
child. Include pictures of them and you enjoying the day
together. Add a paragraph or two about what made the day stick
out in your mind.

During the early years in school, many kids bring home clay
handprints from art class as a token of love for mom and dad.
Save these handprints as keepsakes for Valentine’s Day. Even
when they get too old to make them in school, purchase your
own kit and make handprints at home. The kids can decorate
them as they wish and you can put the date on the back.

Memories are important. They are what we carry with us
long after an event is over. Start this year putting your
Valentine’s Day memories into a keepsake you can enjoy for
years and years to come. 9 ¢

Here are our 2009-2010 Title I Contacts:

Davey School - Consultant, Mrs. Jeanie Hiestand
(330-676-7462)

Holden School - Consultant, Mrs. Katrina Kelling
(330-676-8433)
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Valentine Math Poem: Have you or your child read the
following poem aloud, listen for numbers. Ask your child to add
up the numbers given as you read the poem a second time. Is
there any particular significance to this total sum?

A Be-9 Valentine
I went 2 the store
4 a Valentine's card.
Isaw 1 you'll love -
Sweet and 10-der.
A card that is gr-8
On this 1-derful date

Longcoy School- Consultant, Ms. Georgia Darrah
(330-676-8377)

Walls School - Consultant, Ms. Tracy Foreman
(330-676-8323)

Franklin School - Consultant, Mrs. Caren Young
(330-676-8450)

That 2-gether Parent Involvement Coordinator- Ms. Pam Bose
And 4-ever, (330-676-7425)
We'll remember.

Federal Grants Coordinator — Mrs. Lori Slattery,

by Jacqueline Schiff  (answer = 32) Director of Instructional Program (330-676-7600)

Parents
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Resources available for Parents and Families:

plus

Kids Off the Couch "k s \
Need ideas for getting kids to be more active? Parents will appreciate the Schools
ideas and tips they will find at Kids Off the Couch (KOTC). The site was V p

designed by mothers who wanted to take advantage of their own children’s equals
"screen time" and fo share their ideas with other parents.

http://kidsoffthecouch.com/index.php Q(‘ Q( Q( Q( Q( P Success




